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CITY OF BAYSWATER — YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Statement by Member for Morley 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.52 pm]: Last week, I had the pleasure of hosting 
the City of Bayswater’s Youth Advisory Committee at Parliament. The Bayswater YAC consists of 10 locals aged 
12 to 24 years, some of whom are still at school or doing further study, while others have just graduated. I want to 
congratulate Mayor Dan Bull and the City of Bayswater for their initiative in establishing the Youth Advisory 
Committee. Youth voices have been missing from our local government for many years. 

I speak for myself and the members for Bassendean and Maylands when I say that we really enjoyed our long 
discussion. It was a breath of fresh air in a long parliamentary week. We talked about mental health, employment 
and increasing casualisation. We talked about drug use and pill testing. We talked about our journeys into politics 
and how the Parliament could be more representative, particularly of millennials. The federal election was the first 
time the number of millennials voting was higher than the number of baby boomers. 

As leaders and decision-makers, it is important that we engage with young people and recognise the challenges 
they face. What we do not do now as policymakers, we leave for them to deal with in the future. I do not want to 
leave a warming planet that is suffering the impacts of climate change because we did not do enough. I had the 
benefit of a fully government-funded university degree. I was one of the first people in my family to go to 
university. Now, people are left with crippling debts before their careers have even begun. It was a given that 
I would get a full-time job, and I did. Now, people are working three or four jobs and sometimes do not get any 
hours. It is harder for people to buy a house and enter the housing market. Many of the things this group care about 
are the reason I got into politics—to change them for the better. I am proud of the work we are doing as a Labor 
government to make a better future.  
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